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Niagara on the Lake - May 25th 
There were ten cars from MoM that made their way to Niagara on the Lake to join 
another ten cars from the Niagara Peninsula Miata Club for a great weekend. 

 
The initial group set out from Bracebridge stopping in Orillia 
briefly to connect with a few cars before heading south. After 
a brief respite at a Tim Horton’s in Alliston the group made 
the way towards Niagara Falls via the scenic back roads of 
Hockley Valley, Forks of the Credit and along the Niagara 
Escarpment into Burlington before hitting the highway to the 
hotel in St. Catherines. 
 

Upon our arrival we all checked in before being joined by our 
Hosts Tom & Bonnie and heading out for dinner . After  
dinner most of the group was tired from the extended trip 
and made it an early night. 
 
The next morning saw clear blue skies and cooool tempera-
tures but we bundled up, cranked up the heat & went top-
less. Our first stop was at the Welland canal and our timing 
was perfect as a huge freighter was just entering the locks 
as we arrived. After the freighter made it through the locks 
we were off again as Tom lead us through the back roads of the Escarpment stopping at Flat 
Rock Winery where it  was necessary to do a little tasting to ward off the chill you understand. 
From the observation gallery you could view across the vineyard all the way to Toronto!! 

 
 
 
 
 



 

  
Niagara on the Lake - Cont’d 
After exploring some more twisty roads we arrived at Calamus Winery where 
we were treated by the Niagara Peninsula Group to a picnic lunch basking in 
the sun while chatting with our new friends. 

 

 
After lunch the afternoon was spent on the road again twisting our way to Niagara on the Lake 
where we stopped for a little shopping and then onto another wine tasting and tour of the  
Inniskillin Winery.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Dinner that evening was held at the Grill on 
King Restaurant and between the two groups 
we nearly took over the restaurant for a lovely 
dinner. Afterwards we made our way back to 
the hotel for a well deserved and enjoyed 
nightcap. 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 

Niagara on the Lake - Cont’d 
 
Sunday morning the group gathered for breakfast and decided we’d make the trek to visit Niagara 
Falls where we couldn’t find parking (we won’t talk about the price ) so just made a drive by and 
headed back to NOTL along the river stopping occasionally for photo ops and pit stops.  

Ummm….ice cream 

Drive by shooting of the Falls 

A stop at the whirlpool 

Lunch at the Moffitt Inn 



 

  
 
 
 
 

 
Ice Cream Cruises - May 29th  

This year's weekly gatherings 
started on Wednesday May 29th and although the 
weather hasn’t been perfect at least they have been 
“topless” events. Our first week we all went to an old 
standby Port Carling while the next week we were off 
to the Wharf in Gravenhurst. 
 
The Ice Cream Run format is a simple one, anyone in-
terested in participating simply shows up at the Inde-
pendent Grocer’s parking lot in Bracebridge by 6:30 
p.m., there is no need to indicate whether or not you 
are attending this event. Each week the group decides 
where they are going to cruise to at that time and off 
they go. There are however “special” Ice Cream Runs 
(remember last year’s corn roast?) which will be com-
municated in advance. 

 
 
 
Scenic Picnic Cruise  - June 15th 

The Members attending our Scenic Picnic Cruise enjoyed absolutely perfect weather as we gath-
ered first in Gravenhurst where we made our way to Washago to meet up with the rest of the 
group forming a conga line of nine Miatas as we headed out. Tom & Katie Country lead the group 
through some lovely twisty back roads until not stopping until we hit the hamlet of Kinmount and 
their local Farmers Market  where a few "treats" were obtained by just about everyone.  There is 
something to be said of a leisurely Saturday afternoon in the sun. 

  
 



 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
Scenic Picnic Cruise  - Cont’d  
The group made its way west again as they headed for the Lift locks in Kirkfield to watch these 
amazing "feats of engineering in action". Low and below a slow day resulted in no action  
whatsoever other than the actions of some group members upon their exit of the parking lot to 
avoid paying a fee. The group slowly made its way back towards the Courtney's sanctum stop-
ping briefly in Coboconk so some member (unnamed here to protect the guilty) could obtain the 
required "picnic" lunch. This stop lead to an interesting discussion with a few potential members 
as they converged on our little caravan full of questions. 
  
The Courtneys the lead us back to their very private estate where we proceeded to enjoy a lovely 
picnic lunch and swap stories. Our thanks go out to Tom & Katie Courtney for providing us all 
with a very enjoyable day. 

 



 

  
 
 
 
 

Scavenger Hunt - June 23rd  
Our Bridge Over Troubled Waters scavenger hunt takes place on Sunday June 23rd leave from 
the Home Depot parking lot taking us through the surrounding area in search of clues the answer 
the multitude of questions participants will be required to answer. The group will end up at a local 
destination for lunch and bragging rights. 
 
Ladies Cruise - July 21st (CD Heather Frazer)  
Heather will provide the ladies with some cruising, dining, shopping and more (ice cream?). 
 
Huronia Cruise - July 27th (CD the Landers & the Giggs)  

Our third trip to the land of Samuel de Champlain as the Landers will provide the cruise and the 
Giggs will host a BBQ afterwards. 
 
Ottawa Cruise - August - Aug 16  -  18 (CD the Macaulays & the Bauldrys)  

Our longest and largest cruise of the year will be an “Overnighter” to the Nation's Capital and  
we will be joined by Members of Underground Miata Club (Ottawa group). 
 
Port McNichol Cruise - August  -  TBD (CD Dick Smyth)  

Dick has agreed to blow the dust off his Mazdaspeed and lead us on a cruise around Port Nichol. 
 
St. Jacobs Cruise - Sept. 14th (CD Heather Fraser)  
How does a day cruising down to St. Jacobs for a lovely lunch and a little shopping sound? 
 
“Special” Ice Cream run  -  TBD 

Don & Maureen are planning on having another corn roast this year although the date isn’t con-
firmed yet it’s likely to be the last Wednesday in August or the first in September. Keep posted. 
   
Trillium Muskoka Tour - Sept 27  -  29th  

The Trillium group will have an overnight tour (for them) to Muskoka this year. Saturday evening 
will feature a BBQ picnic at Richard Rutsch’s cottage, as we did last year. Our group has been  
invited to participate in any portion or day or day of the tour you would like. It would certainly make 
sense to come out for the full-day on Saturday. Please contact Richard Rutsch (416-805-6919 or 
rutsch@sympatico.ca) to register. 
 
Fall Colours Cruise - Oct 6th  
Our Fourth Annual Fall Colours Cruise will again include guests this time from the Niagara Penin-
sula Miata Club. 
 

 
 

An Old man went to the doctor complaining of a terrible pain in his leg.  
“I am afraid it’s just old age”, replied the doctor, “there is nothing we can do about it.”  

“That can’t be” fumed the old man, “you don’t know what you are doing.”  
“How can you possibly know I am wrong?” countered the doctor.  

“Well it’s quite obvious,” the old man replied, “my other leg is fine and it’s the exact same age! 



 

 
 

 NOTL - Pictorial  
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

  
 
  
 

 

Just Miatas at Laguna Seca  
Miatas at Mazda Raceway 2013 

 
It was awesome, of course. Hundreds, maybe thousands of Miatas were at La-
guna Seca for the weekend of April 27-28, 2013. I couldn’t tell how many were 
there, but I can tell you that everyone was zooming around, and the weather 
was perfect. 
 
I had to pull the Tequila Sunrise Miata out of the California Auto Museum a few days earlier than 
the month it was being exhibited. We headed on down to Salinas. It was just a year ago that we 
launched the Just Miatas book at Laguna Seca and I was very pleased that so many people told 
me they had read it.  
 
Last year at Laguna Seca we met a couple, Amanda and Lake, and their y year old son Jackson 
and have become fast friends and this year we stayed with them during our Laguna Seca week-
end. We all drove our Miatas around town; driving each other’s cars, just because it was fun and 
the sun was shining. At the course this year, Lake took Jackson on the parade laps. That was 
one excited boy… and Jackson was pretty excited too! 
 
Being a participant at the Laguna Seca event was a lot different than being a vendor last year. 
Last year, I stayed in the vendor’s garage mostly, showing off my just-published book Just 
Miatas. This year, I got to play all day. I had a blast on our 45 minute parade laps on Saturday.  
 
When you come into the paddock area, you feel like you’re among your own kind. This area is 
free to enter, so far. You’re a spectator, and you can also bring your Miata and drive around the 
paddock. The racers are right there, working on their cars and doing sprints down the Alley, mak-
ing lots of noise and looking impressive. You can walk around and look at the cars and talk to 
anyone. It’s a very relaxed social gathering. It was so special, just being there. You’re a part of it. 

 
For the average participant ($45-55) 
you get several benefits. You can 
drive your car in the parade laps and 
all over the paddock area. You can 
ride with a racer during the breaks. 
You can visit with all the other owners 
and the racers. You can enter the Car 
Show. You get goodie bags and tee 
shirts and other Miata “stuff”. Last year 
we came home with about eight shirts! 
 
Moss Motors put on a very nice raffle 
with a set of really cool wheels, a cold 
air system, some of those coils that all 
the techies get so excited about, and 
other performance stuff.  

 
Miatas in the Corkscrew at Laguna Seca 

Mark Booth photo 



 

  

 I had a wonderful time, however, I did not achieve my goal of riding with a racer. I vowed that I 
would do it this year, especially since Amanda and Lake did it several times. But I chickened out.  
See, I went on a run with a racer up at Thunderhill Raceway a few years ago and it scared the 
bejesus out of me. He did the whole course sideways and way too fast (for me). I had to beg him 
to stop and let me out!  
 
I’m just not a racer. My Miatas go plenty fast enough to get me in trouble. That’s as fast as I 
need to go. But I am a Miata person, even so. I like a nice rumble and a turn of speed now and 
again. I do enjoy driving, whipping around and darting through traffic. I like to be in front. If a 
lane is free, it’s mine. These cars of ours are so responsive and tight. . 
 
There were a lot of racers there having the time of their lives, I’m sure. We met some incredible 
people and saw some incredible cars. I’m sure some of the racing folk will share the technical 
experience. I’m just being a Miata owner, this time.  
 
Considering that the Miata is a car that’s kept its basic look, there were a lot of creative Miata 
people, who did all kinds of things to their cars. The racing stuff of course, the accessories and 
mods that make the cars individuals. If you’ve ever seen a wing you liked, it was there. Every-
thing that Moss Motors, Flyin’ Miata, Goodwin Racing, the 949 team, and all the other perform-
ance vendors make or sell, was on a Miata somewhere around.  
 
I finally got my Clearwater speakers that I’ve wanted for five years, installed on the spot by Skip 
Noyes, a friend at SAMOA (my home club). Wow! I was almost blown away! The Tequila Sun-
rise rocked! We drove around and visited and played music for everyone… loudly. The stereo is 
absolutely kick ass now. I could drown out one of “those guys” who cruise by and make your liv-
ing room vibrate. 
 
We were sad that it had to end, and that we had to leave after dinner on Saturday night and 
drive back to Riverbank. It took about an hour and a half and it was a lovely drive. We kept each 
other awake and talked about the cars, and the craft fair we were doing on Sunday and then we 
were home by 11 pm. 

 
 
 
 
Thank you, Rick Weldon and all your 
team, for putting on such an exciting 
event. Everything went smoothly and 
a good time was had by all. We’re 
definitely going next year. It’s a great 
event, and everyone you meet there 
has a Miata, too!  

Lining up at the Start/Finish Line 



 

 
This month’s picture is of the famous lighthouse of Peggy’s Cove, Nova Scotia.  

The lovely 2008 Galaxy Grey PRHT is owned by Jim & Louise Charlton of Montreal, PQ 
 

 



 

Miscellaneous 
A brief note from Miataville Town Council 
 
Ladies and gentlemen the members of your council spend a great deal of time organizing the 
various cruises, events we as Members og MoM get to enjoy. These countless hours are 
“volunteered” by people endeavouring to make this experience an enjoyable on for all. However, 
it is difficult at times to make necessary preparations without knowing all the facts, the prime 
one being how many Members are going to attend. Many factors required to set up an event are 
driven by this number, for example. choice of venue (is adequate parking available?), restaurant 
(reservations required, seating availability?) and route planning (meeting locations). 
 
We ask when cruise notifications are sent to you and request a response please do us the cour-
tesy of providing that response as soon as possible afterwards and help us, help you. 
Thank you. 
 
 
Fun in the Sun 
Okay, we like to think by taking our Miats out for a LITTLE CRUISE IS “Fun in the Sun” however 
the gentlemen in  this video have taken Miata cruising’ to a whole new level. Let’s take a couple 
of Miatas for a spin or two with the added challenge of trying to throw and/or catch a Frisbee 
while moving complicates things just a little. These guys definitely had more “Fun in the Sun”. 
Check out the video at - www.mazda.co.uk/funinthesun/ 
 
 
Seriously? 
I recently came across this concept image for the new Miata ND and thought to myself OMG!!  
It sure seems to share a few styling elements with the Plymouth Prowler and the Chevrolet 
SSR, both of which were considered as “Design Duds” by CNN Market and reflected in their 
slow sales. Please  Mazda, say it isn’t so. 

 

Chevrolet SSR Plymouth Prowler  

http://www.mazda.co.uk/funinthesun/


 

 

Helpful Hints  -  Miata Soft Tops 

 
Okay so you've decided to buy a used Miata, good for you, you certainly will enjoy it. Now if you 
are not one of those enthusiasts what wish to have the third generation Miata (commonly referred 
to as the NC) and its slick PRHT SkyDome type top you will be exposed to several versions of 
the traditional convertible soft top. 
  
A number of factors will determine your purchase of these used Miatas and as such determining 
the type of soft top the vehicle you are considering has just may have an influence on your pur-
chase. For example, traditionalists looking for an all original example will want the OEM type top 
vs an enthusiast that just wants to keep the rain out. 
  
In general we have choices of colour, top material (vinyl vs cloth), window material (plastic or 
glass), how the rear window is attached (zippered, one piece etc) and for those with glass win-
dows, defroster or not. 
  
One vs two piece designs. This causes some confusion as some people use two piece to refer to 
a top with a zipped in window. Others use it to refer to a top such as the OEM NB top where the 
window sits in a "curtain" of the main top. 
 
Here is a look at the types of tops you may come across: 
   
Plastic window with zipper - NA OEM type 
The zipper plastic window is what came with the NA. You are 
supposed to unzip the window before dropping the top to avoid 
folding the plastic. Note that the plastic window sits inside of a 
"curtain" formed by the rest of the top. I think everyone would 
refer to this as a two piece design. 
 
 
 
 
Plastic window - no zipper 
The plastic window is integrated into the main top fabric. This 
is sometimes called a single piece design and is often sold as 
an economy top. 
  
 
 
 
OEM-NB style 
This is the NB factory type of top. No zipper is required to fold 
the top. The glass is attached to a separate piece of cloth that 
is framed by a curtain of material from the main part of the top. 
Some economy versions of this style don't have a rear de-
froster. This design has been called both a one and two piece 
design. One piece because, unlike the zippered NA top the 
glass panel is sewn into the main top. Two piece because the 
glass is not part of the same panel as the rest of the top. 



 

 

Helpful Hints  -  Cont’d 
   
 
OEM style with zipper 
This is a variation on the OEM-NB top and appears iden-
tical when viewed from outside the car. A zipper is added 
that allows the glass to be folded without folding the top. 
This was possible with the NA's OEM top but not possi-
ble with the OEM-NB top. The zipper is not visible from 
outside the car. The rear window is the same size as the 
OEM-NB top. 
  
 
 
 
"One piece", streamlined, others 
This design looks similar to the NC top. The rear window 
is integrated into the main cloth that forms the top. This 
design has no zippers. It is sometimes called an econ-
omy glass top. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
Glass top with required zipper 
This was the first type of aftermarket glass top intro-
duced for the NA Miata. It is basically an NA type top 
with glass vs plastic for the rear window. Like the NA 
plastic window these normally have a larger viewable 
area than the OEM-NB tops. Like the other glass tops 
they are available with and without defroster. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Some aftermarket tops come with three windows similar 
to the old MGB, Mazda never offered these on the Miata. 
These quarter windows actually fold so you have to be 
careful when letting the top down but the benefit is not 
having blind spots. 



 

Annie Edison Taylor (1838-1921), the first person 

to survive going over Niagara Falls in a barrel. 

She did it in 1901 because she needed money, and af-

ter doing it said she wouldn't recommend it to any-

one! 

Frozen Niagara Falls , 1911 

Note people milling about the ice 

Note: This is the ONLY time the Falls have frozen over 

Okay so we recently visited 

Niagara Falls and came 

across a couple of things 

that would make you say 

Hmm…. 


