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Feedback Link 

We want to here from you  

about this newsletter.  
Please use the Feedback Link  
to submit any comments,  

concerns or questions. 
Thank you  

  
It really does cost $200 K! 

See Page 15 

For frequent updates, 
Join us on Facebook  

(Note: While surfing the net I came across this very unique picture of Andrew Menchion’s Mazdaspeed and asked 
for a little background on these sheds in Cavendish, Newfoundland. This is what he had to say. Ed) 

 
The brightly coloured Cavendish sheds are a favourite of photographers in Eastern Newfoundland (that’s why 
I referred to them as "famous").  While a new construction used mainly for special celebrations on the beach 
now, they invoke memories of times gone by when the small boat fishery was the economic engine of rural 
Newfoundland.  All fisherpersons would have a shed and a stage down by the water.  In the days before elec-
trification, salt was used along with drying to preserve fish.  This salt was stored in the sheds along with other 
necessary gear such as nets.  The stage would be used for drying fish that had been gutted and salted.   
 
Notice that the sheds face out to the ocean; these were working buildings and, as such, their primary working 
areas faced the water, with often really only an entranceway on the rear.  As the on-land centrepiece of a fish-
ing enterprise, the sheds and stages hold a special place in the hearts of Newfoundlanders and the history of 
the province.  

www.MiatasofMuskoka.com 

This month’s cover shot is  
Michael Topping’s 1991 LE 
taken on Muskoka Beach 
Rd. with the Taboo Resort 
in the background. 

mailto:mastopping@bell.net?subject=Newsletter%20Comments
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Miatas-of-Muskoka/177889645646804
http://www.miatasofmuskoka.com


 

  
 
 
 
 

  
Haliburton - Meet at Skyline Park Lookout  -  Sept. 9 

Our "Meet & Eat" Picnic cruise at Skyline Lookout in 
Haliburton was quite successful. The weather leading 
up to Sunday had been extremely wet and we feared 
a rained out event but come the morning of the meet 
skies cleared and it got warmer as the day wore on.  
 
Although is was warm in the cars the Lookout was a 
little cool due to the breeze but not enough to dampen 
the spirits and a picnic lunch was enjoyed by all. 
Afterwards Bob & Carol Macaulay led us on a back 
road drive which eventually ended up at the Kawartha 
Dairy for some ice cream where Don Dawe and  
Ed Elliott were able to continue their bromance. 

 
 

 
 
 

The view from the LookoutThe view from the Lookout  

Setting Up LunchSetting Up Lunch  

The LineThe Line--upup  

Don’t they look like those two old guys from Don’t they look like those two old guys from   

the bank commercial?the bank commercial?  



 

  
 
 
 
 

  
Fall Open House - Sept. 9 

While some of us were cruising the hills of Muskoka, Dave Biagioni was hosting his annual Fall 
Open House at Dave’s Garage in Oakville. The great weather ensured they had another great 
turnout with over 65 cars! 

“Special” Ice Cream Run Corn Roast - Sept. 19 

One of our last Wednesday night Ice Cream Runs turned into a corn roast hosted by Don and  
Maureen. After a short drive to their lovely home on the lake, Maureen put the men to work, there 
was lots of great corn, treats, hot cider, beer, wine and you guessed it...ice cream. I'm pretty sure  
everyone had a  
good time.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Hmmm….Hmmm….  

Don never cooks this wellDon never cooks this well   

Men at WorkMen at Work  

A driveway full of Miatas & 1 “tin top”A driveway full of Miatas & 1 “tin top”   

Just a few of the 65 cars!Just a few of the 65 cars!  



 

 
 
 
 
 

Final Ice Cream Run - Sept. 26 
Our final ice cream run of the season became a little bit 
“special” as well. Bob & Carol Macaulay suggested a little 
pre cruise dinner at Fresh Kutz and the entire participating 
group met there to enjoy dinner before heading out to 
Tastebuds in Gravenhurst for that last ice cream cone.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Things weren’t over yet as the group took their caravan over to 
McDonalds for coffee and proceeded to get rowdy in the back  
corner. Sadly the evening, after many laughs and the weekly  
runs, came to an end. 

 
 
 

 
 
Fall Colours Cruise  -  Sept. 30  
The days prior to our signature cruise were 
gloomy indeed with forecasts of cold and rain, 
lot’s of rain. Well we all know now that God 
really does drive a Miata as the morning of our 
cruise was bright and sunny guaranteeing at 
least a topless start to the day. 
 
The two groups gathered at the Wharf in Gravenhurst and after mingling for awhile the arduous 
and somewhat interesting process of breaking the 42 cars in attendance down into groups was 
completed and we were ready for what was to become a memorable colours cruise. 

Wendy Boulay having that 
last bite of the season. 

Shadows are getting longer 
The evenings getting cooler 
Time to say so long for now. 

The groups begin to gather at the Wharf in Gravenhurst.The groups begin to gather at the Wharf in Gravenhurst.The groups begin to gather at the Wharf in Gravenhurst.   



 

 
 
 
 
 

Fall Colours Cruise  -  Sept. 30 Con’t 
Heading north along Muskoka Beach Road (a local  
favourite) the colours were almost in full bloom and the 
route took us through many country roads where our 
guests from Trillium could enjoy the sites of Autumn in 
Muskoka.  After leading the groups through Bracebridge 
to “flash the colours” we headed west and up along the 
eastern shores of Lake Rosseau 
to the town of Rosseau.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
The group then made their way down Peninsula Road to 
The Rock Golf Course in Minett for lunch. After lunch 
and a few pictures we were off to for a brief stop at  
Abbey’s Bake House along the way. The gang then 
headed north and east for a BBQ at a Chalet in  
Huntsville hosted by Trillium Members Rick & Lorraine.  
 
The rain held off for the day 
and by all accounts heard it 
was a great ride. 
 

 

Gathering at the Wharf 

“Flashing the Colours” 

Enjoying the View 

Parking lot at the BBQ 

Lunch at The Rock 

Never get tired of this... 



 

 
 
Meet & Eat  Meet & Eat  Meet & Eat  ---   Pictorial Pictorial Pictorial    
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

What a lovely day for a cruise……...What a lovely day for a cruise……...   

Another bromance??Another bromance??  

SmileSmile  

View from  the second lookoutView from  the second lookout  



 

 
 
Fall Colours Fall Colours Fall Colours ---   Pictorial Page 1Pictorial Page 1Pictorial Page 1   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Follow this guy here with the camera.Follow this guy here with the camera.  

Miataville arrives at The Rock 

Lunch at The Rock 

Yes !!! 



 

 
 
Fall Colours Fall Colours Fall Colours ---   Pictorial Page 2Pictorial Page 2Pictorial Page 2   

Abbey’s Bake HouseAbbey’s Bake House  

The reason  we came..The reason  we came..   

Cheers all roundCheers all round  



 

 
 
 
 
 

Here’s a look at a few of the events we are looking at Down the Road. 
 
Annual General Meeting / Dinner  -  Nov. 17th (To be Confirmed) 
We are planning to have a post season meeting/dinner November.17th. We will use this meeting 
to evaluate this year's cruises while still fresh in everyone's mind and plan cruise destinations for 
next year.  
 
A club restructure will also be discussed at this meeting. There will a more detailed communication 
closer to the date. 
 
  
Orillia Mazda Partnership 

Recently Gord Bauldry and myself made a visit to Orillia Mazda to discuss the establishment of a 
partnership between the two groups. I am very pleased to say that Stuart Fletcher, Dealer Principal 
was quite receptive to our ideas and has committed to working fully with us towards a long lasting 
mutually beneficial partnership. Briefly here is a recap of our discussions: 
 
Miatas of Muskoka will provide: 

A full one page advertisement in it's newsletter free of charge.  
An introduction article of Orillia Mazda in the next publication of the newsletter.  
A link on the MoM web side listing Orillia Mazda as a Preferred Partner. 
Available free one year memberships to a purchaser of any Miata sold by Orillia Mazda  
A commitment to help the Orillia Mazda Marketing team whenever possible  

  (e.g. providing vehicles for photo ops, car show, parades etc.) 
  
Orillia Mazda will provide: 

A discount of 15% parts & labour to any current Member of MoM  
  Note: In order for members to receive the discounted rates on parts & service  

they must present a valid and current Membership card  
Notification of any future Miata purchaser from OM of a free 1 year membership in MoM. 
OM will allow MoM to post advertising materials for membership on the sales floor of the 
store. {Note: Provided by MoM & approved by OM} 

  
  

We are thrilled to working with Mazda and ask that you consider them for any of your parts and  
services requirements. 
 
 

Membership Update 
Our Membership is growing again, we would like to welcome the following new member: 
 

  Jane Rice   Huntsville    Green  2002   



 

 

 
PRHT SmartTOP  

 
 

MotiveMods, an automotive supplier out of Las Vegas, Nevada offers their 
SmartTOP roof control unit  for NC Miatas with the PRHT. The SmartTOP  
allows opening or closing the convertible top while driving at slow speeds. It 
works similar to power-windows and opens or closes the roof automatically at 
the touch of a button. It is not necessary to stop the vehicle and pull the hand-
brake to operate the roof as is required as delivered from Mazda. 
 
To see the unit in operation, hold down the  CTRL key and click on the picture.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The unit allows the User to do the following: 
 
Open/Close The Top While Driving 
Never have to stop again for your top.  
One-Touch Power Convertible Top 
"One-Touch" convertible top operation allows your top to open or close automatically. 
Passive / Invisible Mode 
Turn the whole module off with an easy key sequence. Ideal when letting someone else drive the car. 
Individually programmable 
Configure all functions of the module to meet your personal preferences via our signature blinker 
setup menu. 
Reversible plug-in installation 
Remove any time allowing sale or return of a leased vehicle in it's original condition. 
Plug-n-Play Wiring harness 

Custom designed plug-in-between wiring harness for extremely simple & quick installation included. 
USB Port for easy updates 
This module can be updated using any Windows PC / Laptop with Internet connection. 
 
The MotiveMods web site is http://www.motivemods.com/ 

http://www.motivemods.com/
http://youtu.be/f29nPRdEN1o


 

   

   The Gleneagles The Gleneagles The Gleneagles    
 
 

In past newsletters we have reviewed a number of Special Edition Miatas, all of which were  
produced or created specifically for the North American market. We intend to shift the focus a  
little bit in this column to a more international flavour and will highlight interesting Special Edition  
models throughout the world. 
 
While watching the Ryder Cup recently it was mentioned the next Ryder Cup in 2014 will be 
hosted by the Gleneagles Golf Club which brought to mind this Special Edition. This rather unique 
model from the U.K. is called the Gleneagles and yes it was named after the famous golf course. 

The Gleneagles, was introduced during the British International Motor Show at Earl’s Court  
Exhibition Centre in London in 1995. It was based on the upgraded 1.8 litre model and was  
introduced to extol three important values in the MX-5 ... Tradition, Prestige and Quality. The  
vehicle exhibited this in its sheer luxury and high quality in many of its details and features. 
 
These cars were painted Montego Blue, sported a special Gleneagles 
emblem on both front fenders and rode on 15” five spoke alloy wheels 
unique to the model. The dust boot cover was also changed to fit more 
snugly to the panel behind both the seats. The attention to detail was 
very evident as this was also finished in a champagne trim with a tartan 
edge to match the interior. 
  



 

   

   The Gleneagles The Gleneagles The Gleneagles    
 
 

The interior was trimmed with champagne colour leather seats and a matching leather trim 
around the dash which continued through both door panels. Walnut 'effect' trim was used to finish 
the centre console and complimented with a leather gear knob and hand brake. The tartan theme 
was also continued through the gear shift boot. Setting off the cockpit was a very distinctive steer-
ing wheel. The wheel is a combination of leather and carbon fibre with the Gleneagles logo on the 
centre boss. A powerful Clarion DRX8175R single disc CD player provided the in car entertain-
ment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Standard equipment also included a security immobiliser, cockpit brace, and power steering. 
 
Only 400 units were made between October 1995 and May 1996 and cost £16,500.00 new or 
about $25,410 in 1995 dollars (and we think Miatas are expensive today). However, a Limited 
Edition Gift / Souvenir  of a Gleneagles tartan wallet was supplied to new owners  at the time of 
delivery. 
 
An interesting note; one of the cars remained in the hands of Mazda UK and was later raffled to 
raise funds to help send Scottish athletes to the 1996 Olympics in Atlanta. 

 

Tartan Gear Shift Boot 



 

   

   The Gleneagles The Gleneagles The Gleneagles    
 
 

 
 

Gleneagles Tartan Owners Wallet 

Fender Badge    

Unique 5 Spoke Wheels 

Brochure 

Unique Fitted Boot  

  
  The very distinctive steering wheel. The very distinctive steering wheel.   



 

 

A $200,000 Miata? Yes, Indeed!A $200,000 Miata? Yes, Indeed!A $200,000 Miata? Yes, Indeed! 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sales of the Miata MX5 have dropped off substantially over the last few years and many claim it is 
due to the ever increasing purchase price, I mean a new PRHT loaded is over $40K today. So think 
how this must feel to those that want to go racing. Mazda has just revealed the latest iteration of its 
MX-5 Miata GT4 race car, using carbon fibre doors, splitter rear diffuser and wing with an FIA-spec 
roll cage inside. Under the hood lies a turbocharged 2.0-liter MZR cranking out 320 horsepower, in 
a car that only weighs only 2,200 pounds! This means every horse is pulling less than 7 pounds 
each. A six-speed sequential shift gearbox is standard equipment. A separate cooling system for 
the differential and gearbox keeps things cool and adjustable traction control helps keep the car 
between the lines.  
 
Mazda commissioned the engineers at Jota Design to conceive and build this GT4 edition of the 
MX-5, which will be fully homologated for competition in the British GT Championship.  JOTA Sport 
specializes in the preparation, management and running of professional motorsport teams in major 
championships and series.  
 
"The car is an easy car to race and would even suit track day enthusiasts. We are still developing 
the car, but we are now at a point that we can offer this car to customers safe in the knowledge that 
it is going to be a front runner in any GT4 field," says Sam Hignett, Managing Director of Jota 
Group. 
  
Speed like this does not come cheap. The monster Miata starts at $197k with options like soft 
touch control panel, lithium power pack, endurance exhaust and four-way adjustable dampers the 
price goes even higher, yet despite the daunting price, the Miata still works out as pretty affordable 
by turnkey GT4 standards. 

So this is what a $200,000 Miata looks like! 


